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Friday 4th September 2020 
 
  
Dear Parents and Carers 

East Hanningfield Pre-school opening plans  

Firstly - We would like to thank all our parents and carers for your understanding and cooperation 

due to the Coronavirus Pandemic. It has been a very challenging time for families, whether you 

have been juggling work and childcare or keeping the children occupied during the lockdown. 

For the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. Some categories 

of children with specific serious health conditions should not attend their early years setting if 

advised to do so. 

I understand that many parents and carers may feel anxious about their child returning to pre-school 

school. Below is more information about how the pre-school school day will be organised. 

We are advising parents/carers to keep the child/children at home: 

 If the child/children display any symptoms 

 If they, or a member of the household, has symptoms of Covid-19 

 If the child/children are deemed ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ (If you are advised for your 
child not to attend)  

 

Wherever possible parents and carers are encouraged to minimise (as far as possible) the number 

of childcare settings their child attends. A risk assessment will be completed where children would 

come into contact with groups of children in another setting, and the result may be that we do not 

accept children attending another nursery/pre-school. 

Where the services of a childminder are used to look after a child, a risk assessment will be 

completed before we accept a child. One of the key factors considered will be the number of 

children the childminder looks after. 

We know that, unlike adults and older children, children in the early years do not understand 

‘Social Distancing’ and cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other and staff. 

 

Cleaning/Health and Safety 

 Hanna’s Field Charity has agreed for the pre-school to have sole use of part of the building 
which the pre-school operates in. 

 The side entrance may be shared for other hirers to access the meeting room, times will be 

scheduled with pre-school staff, so that staff and children would not meet other people using 

the meeting room. Any adult that is not in the pre-school bubble must wear a face mask.  

 Any member of staff who is symptomatic will not attend work 

 During the pre-school day children and staff will be encouraged to wash hands regularly. 

 Staff will use antibacterial spray and disposable cleaning cloths for cleaning tables and other 

equipment when necessary throughout the day.   
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 All soft furnishings, toys, cushions and materials will be removed, and only equipment that can 

be disinfected will be used 

 Staff will clean toilet seats, handles and taps after every use with antibacterial spray 

 Access around the pre-school will be limited and controlled   

 Children will be monitored by staff when moving around the pre-school and will be 

accompanied by staff going to the toilet 

 We will not be able to maintain social distancing in pre-school  

 There is no expectation that staff will routinely wear face coverings as staff are in the pre-

school bubble which is all staff and children. However, staff may wear PPE in particular 

circumstances, for example, to change nappies, or if children are unwell 

 Staff may wear eye protection glasses. 

 Ensuring our children understand good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill 

it’ approach and ensuring a good supply of tissues and bins throughout the setting 

 

What will children need to bring/wear? 

 Please ensure that any clothes/ footwear worn are named, comfortable and suitable to both 

indoor and outdoor learning i.e. coat, sunhat, wellies 

 No items from home will be allowed into pre-school, such as toys, teddies or comfort blanks.  

 A small bag with a change of clothes, sun cream, nappies and wipes if required, this will 

remain in the corridor (Please apply sun cream before pre-school when necessary) 

 The lunchtime procedures are in place to help your child feel more secure in their familiar 

routine.  We are therefore asking parents to bring in their lunchbox from home, with their 

personal leak-proof drinks bottle which must be placed inside the lunch box. We will take the 

lunch bag and put it into a separate plastic bag and put that into a cool bag. This will ensure no 

lunch boxes or drinks are touching, avoiding any chance of cross-contamination.    

 

Upon arrival / collection 

 Entry to be via the side door - opposite the overflow car park 

 Staggered start and pick up times may apply. Parents may be notified via email if this is 

necessary.  

 When queuing leave a 2 metres distance to the next parent and child  

 Only one parent to drop off / collect children 

 An Infra-red, non-contact thermometer will take the parent’s and child’s temperature. If 

either reading is 37.9 or above your child will not be allowed to enter the setting, and you both 

should return home and follow the latest Government guidelines. If the reading is high upon 

collection, the same guidelines should be followed 

 If the temperature is under 37.9, the child is to be handed over to the member of staff on the 

door   

 Upon entering the setting, every child will be helped by a staff member to wash their hands, 

before entering the pre-school room 

 At this time there will not be any unauthorised visitors 
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Snack time 

 Staff to wear PPE to prepare snacks 

 Children to wash their hands before snack 

 Only small groups of children will have a snack at one time with appropriate space between 

chairs 

 Water or milk will be available  

 Cups/plates will be provided and sterilised daily 

 

Lunchtime  

 The lunchtime procedures are in place to help your child feel more secure in their familiar 

routine. We are therefore asking parents to bring in their own lunchbox from home, with their 

personal leak-proof drinks bottle which must be placed inside the lunch box.   

 Only small groups will have lunch at one time. 

 Children to wash hands before eating lunch and after before playing    

 

Testing 

All children and families who are attending the setting will have access to a test (Via the NHS) if 

they display symptoms of coronavirus.  

We ask all parents and carers to ensure they organise a test for their child or family, in the 

event that they develop coronavirus symptoms, and notify us immediately of a positive 

test.  

If the test proves to be negative, the child can return to the setting, and the parents or carers will 

not need to self-isolate them. If the test is positive, you will need to follow government guidance. 

 

Once again, we thank you for your on-going support and patience during this challenging time and 

look forward to seeing all of you very soon. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Committee and Staff of East Hanningfield pre-school 

 


